THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
effectually prevents this in the majority of cases. But it may
easily come about as the result of a reaction against a too
insistent or despotic use of the parental power. Parents who
and not sud- are too severe, too repressive, or even too careful, as regards
denly as the faQ upbringing of "their children, will — especially if the latter
^consequ^ic^ happen to possess strong tendencies to self-assertion — often
against paren- t>ring about a state of revolt against their own authority, in
which all that may be good and wise in that authority is
deliberately neglected or condemned, since the children have
grown to look upon their parents as tyrants and taskmasters
rather than as helpers and protectors. A stern or bullying
father, a nagging or 'over anxious mother, will thus frequently
produce a rebellious son or daughter, who will respect neither
the advice or commands of the parents themselves nor those
of their (mental) substitutes in later life. Such children, as they
grow up, may be prevented from profiting to the desirable
extent by the wisdom and experience of past ages, as represented
in the traditions and dictates of authority, and (what is worse)
may even become unfit for taking their place in any scheme
of harmonious social life, through inability to submit to the
degree of individual subordination, which such social life
inevitably demands1.
The wider	These considerations with reference to the growth of the
^dividual personality in relation to the family environment
are indeed, as we have already pointed out, for the most part
of a sufficiently obvious character and, in their more general
bearings at any rate, have for some time been commonplaces
in certain schools of social, ethical, and educational thought.
Where modern psychology (and particularly the work of the
Zurich school) has, been of service, is in drawing attention to
the importance of the family as the environment in which the
first steps in the path of self help and self guidance must take
place — steps upon the direction and extent of which subsequent
progress in the wider spheres of scholastic, social and political
life very greatly depends. The rapidity with which, and the
extent to which, a child attains to -independence in relation to
1 There is good reason to believe that revolt against parental authority
constitutes an important factor in the production of a certain class of
delinquents. See e. g. several of the cases recorded in Healy's "Mental
-Conflicts and Misconduct," 1919.
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